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I n late October 1517, an obscure Augustinian monk teaching in a minor 

German university offered a set of propositions, inviting an academic debate. 

Many Presbyterians can picture Martin Luther nailing his 95 Theses on the door 

of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, but we are hard-pressed to say what the 

theses were about, and why they sparked a movement that both reformed and 

divided the church. 

Luther’s post was titled “Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences.” 

It condemned the use of indulgences, a practice based on the assumption that 

guilt is forgiven by God but punishment for sin can be reduced through prayers, 

good works or alms (monetary donations) as directed by a priest. 

Luther’s attack on indulgences began by turning to the gospel: “When our Lord 

and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,’ he willed the entire life of believers to be 

one of repentance” (thesis 1). The theses proceeded to deny that priests have 

power to forgive sins, and to attack the practice of selling certificates of 

forgiveness: “It is vain to trust in salvation by indulgence letters” (thesis 52). 

Instead, “The true treasure of the church is the most holy gospel of the glory and 

grace of God” (thesis 62). 

Celebrating the 
Reformation 

  

Standing in a long line of reformers 
By Joseph D. Small | reprinted from presbyterianmission.org 



 
Luther’s harsh critique of indulgences could not be dismissed as abstract 

theological quibbles, for it assaulted the ecclesiastical apparatus, denying the 

church’s power to grant remission of sins for the purchase of a piece of paper. 

This was a critique anyone could understand; the pope and bishops 

understood it all too well. The church responded to Luther by demanding his 

silence. Luther refused, the conflict escalated, and soon reached the point of 

no return. It was not anyone’s intent to divide the church, but Luther’s 

combativeness and the intransigence of the leadership produced a schism that 

has led to 500 years of continuing church divisions. 

Although Luther posted his 95 Theses 500 years ago, 2017 does not mark the 

anniversary of the idea of reformation, and Luther was not the first reformer. 

There were plenty of reformers before and after Luther. Popes Leo I, Gregory 

the Great and Gregory VII accomplished major church reforms hundreds of 

years before Luther was born. Benedict, Francis, Jan Hus, John Wycliffe and 

many more sought church reform, some successfully, some not. Beyond 

Luther, distinctive church reforms were initiated by Zwingli, Calvin, 

Cranmer, Wesley and others. Catholic reforms undertaken in the Council of 

Trent continued through the 20th century’s Second Vatican Council. 

The enduring accomplishment of the 16th-century Protestant Reformation is 

the continual recalling of the church to its true treasure, “the most holy gospel 

of the glory and grace of God.” Its enduring heartbreak is the continual 

fragmentation of the church. The Reformed motto, ecclesia reformata semper 

reformanda secundum verbum Dei — the church reformed always to be 

reformed in accord with the word of God — is testimony to the continuing 

necessity of reformation, including reform of Protestantism’s tendency 

toward persistent division. 

Learn More 

 

The Reformation: A 500-Year Perspective 
Video by the Presbyterian Foundation 
pcusa.org/generosity 

 

Foundations of the Faith 
Online exhibit by the Presbyterian Historical Society 
pcusa.org/foundations 

 

Celebrate Reformation Sunday (October 29, 2017) 
pcusa.org/reformationsunday 



 

H urricane Harvey may have been downgraded, but the torrential rains are still 

pounding parts of Texas. Historic flooding has forced rivers and streams from their 

banks, submerged homes, churches, businesses and roads, stranding thousands of 

people.  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is maintaining constant contact with Mission Presbytery 

and the Presbytery of the New Covenant. 

“We know that in Mission Presbytery, the major impact of the storm has taken place,” 

said Jim Kirk, PDA’s associate for national disaster response. “Presbytery leaders are 

doing an assessment and addressing immediate response needs. But the latest forecast 

calls for torrential rains to continue for the next 48 hours so it’s still an ongoing, dynamic 

event.” 

“A large chunk of the presbytery was impacted one way or another,” said Alan Ford, who 

oversees the presbytery’s disaster recovery efforts. “We’re still trying to get information 

on the impact of the storms and flooding because it varies from the coastline to inland 

communities.” 

Ford says it’s the worst flooding to hit the area in nearly 50 years. “One of the problems 

is access to many of the flooded areas and a lot of the people have been evacuated. They 

Texas National Guard soldiers assist residents affected by flooding caused by Hurri-
cane Harvey in Houston, Aug. 27, 2017. (National Guard photo by Lt. Zachary West) 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
prepares to send national response 
team to Texas 
Team to assess damage from Hurricane Harvey and catastrophic flooding 
By Rick Jones | Presbyterian News Service 



 don’t know what they will be going back to,” he said. “From what I’ve heard, many of 

the churches have been devastated by the storms and water.” 

Members of PDA’s National Response Team will be in the area on Wednesday to begin 

the review process. 

“The team will connect with presbytery leadership to offer support, lend their efforts to 

assessing the damage and offer a ministry of presence to congregations as well as assist 

the presbytery in developing a short term response plan,” said Kirk. “They will also 

connect with interfaith partners on the ground.” 

By the end of the week, forecasters say the Texas coastal areas could see as much as 50 

inches of rain, the average yearly rainfall total for the area. The upper Texas coast and 

parts of southwestern Louisiana could see up to 25 additional inches according to the 

National Hurricane Center. 

“There could be a lot of damage further inland as flooding proceeds downriver. The 

amount of rain we’ve seen inland has just been enormous,” said Ford. “However bad it 

has been for us, it’s bad or worse in the Presbytery of the New Covenant and we want to 

keep those folks in our prayers as well.” 

The Presbytery of the New Covenant includes Houston, Galveston and Bay City among 

others. Thousands of people have been evacuated and thousands more are still awaiting 

rescue according to the Red Cross as torrential rainfall from Harvey continues to deluge 

the area and bring additional threat to Louisiana as well. 

“Just like with Hurricanes Katrina, Sandy and Matthew, we are relying on the generosity 

of Presbyterians to provide financial and hands-on support to help the whole church 

stand with these communities and the Presbyterian families,” said the Rev. Dr. Laurie 

Kraus, PDA director. “This is a catastrophic event of wind and water, the likes of which 

Texas has not seen. In the Song of Solomon, Scripture says ‘Many waters cannot quench 

love, neither can floods drown it,’ and we will be there with them. Our love and 

partnership will be with the people of Texas for the long run.” 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is the emergency response and refugee program of the 

denomination, committed to the long-term journey of recovery of communities adversely 

affected by a crisis or catastrophic event. It is funded by One Great Hour of Sharing and 

raises designated funds for responding to specific disasters. 

To support recovery efforts in the wake of Hurricane Harvey, visit www.pcusa.org and 

click the link at the top of the page. You’ll be taken to the Presbyterian Mission Agency 

website to donate securely and quickly. If you prefer to mail a check (please designate 

Disaster Relief – U.S. Hurricane Response, DR000169), send it to: 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

P.O. Box 643700 

Pittsburgh, PA, 15264-3700 

You may also call Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (EDT), at 1-800-872-3283 to 

donate by phone. 



 

Stewpot 
 

Café Stewpot 
 

Thanks to Nancy Howell’s creativity, Stewpot clients have been enjoying some 
very special lunches.  This creativity starts with the shopping list for allocations 
from Rice Depot and other foodbanks.  Nancy has been able to take advantage 
of some extraordinary donations and buys, by creating delicious recipes 
incorporating these previously unavailable supplies.  And when Potluck or a 
catering company donates food, Nancy conjures up what can be done with these 
donations - - - in a roaster.   And for that extra touch, Nancy, Nette Curtis and 
Angela Perkinson are often cooking hams or turkey breasts, making tortilla 
rollup sandwiches, brownies and special desserts at home to give the clients a 
real home-cooked experience.  Want to join them in cooking or serving at the 
Stewpot?  Contact Wanda Hartnuss at 515-3307 or Mick Wilson at 225-6936. 
 

Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Family Services 

 

Trinity Missionaries Strike Again! 
 

Trinity sent 10 adult missionaries 
and 3 youth missionaries to the 
Monticello home of Vera Lloyd 
Presbyterian Family Services July 
27.  The adults painted the upstairs 
bedrooms and hallway of the 
Trimble house, home to 10 young 
men who come to Vera Lloyd 
through the Department of Children 
and Family Services.  The “mini-
missionaries” prepared prize bags 
for youth who completed healthy 
challenges and painted rocks to 
spread around campus and were 
able to enjoy seeing the fruits of 
their labor given to those who 
earned the rewards.  The Trimble 
house teens were surprised at the 
difference a fresh coat of paint 
could make and while the soft, cool 
color may not have been their 
personal first choice, they 
appreciated the time and effort put into the work.   

Being The Hands of Christ 
An Outreach Division Update 



 After finishing our work on Friday, the missionaries ordered chicken and 
fun for “our” girls at the Pettus house.  Reconnecting with the young ladies 
who have visited our church and meeting new arrivals provided an evening 
of much laughter and fellowship.  Many of the missionaries were moved by 
the sweet blessing offered by Caitlyn and by the graciousness of our 
hostesses over dinner.  A quick visit to the new playground area followed by 
charades made for a complete missionary experience, exemplifying the 
mission of Vera Lloyd to share Christ’s healing love. 
 
So are you into sewing? 
 

The Pettus house girls will join us on Sunday, September 10 for worship, 
lunch and SEWING!  While visiting the girls in their home in July, major 
hints were dropped that they would like some new throw pillows for their 
couches in the TV room.  What better way to fellowship than to engage in a 
group project to spruce up their home!  Nancy Howell is coordinating the 
sewing machines, fabric and pillows.  Want to help?  Call Nancy at 227-
4099. 
 
“Thank you to the 
members of Trinity 
for the many ways 
you share love 
with the youth 
at Vera Lloyd 
all year long.  
Most 
recently, the 
mission trip 
to spruce up 
the Trimble 
Home, the 
overwhelming 
response to our school supply drive, and the fun activities for the Pettus 
girls.  I appreciate your heart for our youth!”  —Donna Mahurin, CEO, 
VLPFS 
 

School Days, School Days 
 

Another year, another successful drive for school supplies.  Vera Lloyd is 
home to 42 boys and girls at any one time and close to 200 on a yearly basis 
and these youth need school supplies.  Trinity came through once again with 
over 600 pounds of donated school supplies!  When the missionaries 
delivered the first wave of supplies in July, there were tears of joy.  When 
the second delivery was finalized, there were shouts of joy.  These donations 
are critical as the campus seeks to ensure each child has all that is needed to 
succeed in school, whether in the Monticello schools or in the on-campus 
school.  Gift cards were used to purchase the calculators needed for the 
seniors and will be used for the specialty items needs throughout the year. 



 

Pastor Jeff’s  
Favorite Preachers 

I  want to share with you some sermons preached by 
some of my favorite preachers.  Starting September 13, 

we will gather in Room 6 to watch a video of a great 
sermon and then discuss it.  We will dig into the sermon 
process, but more importantly, the underlying scripture 
message we find there.  The sermons are chosen to offer a 
wide variety of theological topics.  Join me for what 
promises to be an interesting discussion.  The class will 
run from 6:00 until 6:50 p.m. 
 

 September 13 Fred Craddock 
 September 20 Barbara Brown Taylor 
 September 27 James Forbes 
 October 4 Nadia Bolz-Weber 
 October 11 Tom Long 
 October 18 Tony Campolo 
 October 25 Will Willimon 
 November 1 Joanna Adams 

New Wednesday Night Study 



 



 

A fter an analysis of the current structure, the Session has identified 

areas that could benefit from more focus.  Toward that end they 

have voted to reorganize the committee structure.  The most significant 

change will be the addition of two new divisions.  The first of these is 

the Building and Grounds Division.  This division will oversee the 

physical structure, property, equipment and furnishings.  The second 

new division is the Membership Division.  They will have both 

administrative function such as reviewing the rolls, and also 

programmatic functions including new member assimilation and the 

coordination of volunteers.  The Board of Deacons will continue to 

provide congregational care. 

 

To accommodate these changes, the Session will be moving from three 

year terms to two year terms.  Rather than four divisions with three 

elders each, we will now have six divisions with two elders each.  Of 

course, each division will have non-elders and inactive elders serving 

as well.  If you are interested in serving as a member of either of these 

two new divisions or the other four, please contact the Clerk of Session, 

Brigita Gardner. 

 

The four remaining divisions are Education, Fellowship, Outreach, and 

Administration. 

Session 
Restructuring 



 

Save The Date 

30  t h Anniversary 
 

Trinity  

Presbyterian 

Church 
 

Reception in Gearing Hall 

Saturday,  October 28 
 

Worship Celebration 

Followed by Catered Lunch 

Sunday,  October 29 



 

New Adult Sunday School Class to 
Study The Bible Jesus Read  
by Philip Yancey 

 

P hilip Yancey has a way of confronting our most 
cherished but misguided notions about faith.  In The 

Bible Jesus Read, he challenges the perception that the 
New Testament is all that matters and the Old Testament 
isn’t worth taking the time to read and understand. 
Yancey admits that, like many Christians, he usually 
avoided the Old Testament.  After all, why bother with 
writings that can be so baffling, boring, even offensive to 
the modern mind?  But a surprising discovery awaited 
Yancey when he began to explore how the Old Testament 
related to his life today.  Those seemingly irrelevant 
Hebrew Scriptures took on a startling immediacy, 
portraying a passionate relationship between God and 
people against the broad backdrop of human experience. 
Like nothing else, the Old Testament depicts the cries, 
the complaints, the deep, insistent questionings of the 
heart, the stuff of life we all must contend with.  
 



 

With his candid, signature style, Yancey interacts with the 
Old Testament from the perspective of his own deeply 
personal journey.  From Moses, the amazing prince of 
Egypt, to the psalmists’ turbulent emotions and the 
prophets’ oddball rantings, Yancey paints a picture of 
Israel’s God—and ours—that fills in the blanks of a 
solely New Testament vision of the Almighty.  Probing 
some carefully selected Old Testament books—Job, 
Deuteronomy, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and the Prophets—
Yancey reveals how the Old Testament deals in 
astonishing depth and detail with the issues that trouble us 
most.  
 
The Old Testament in fact tackles what the New 
Testament often only skirts.  But that shouldn’t surprise 
us.  It is, after all, the Bible Jesus read.  
 
The Bible Jesus Read will give you abundant new insights 
into the heart of God the Father.  And as you read with a 
fresh eye the prayers, poems, songs, and bedtime stories 
that Jesus so revered, you will gain a profound new 
understanding of Christ.  “The more we comprehend the 
Old Testament,” Yancey writes, “the more we 
comprehend Jesus.” 
 

9:15am Sundays in Room 6  
Class leaders are Dan Curtis and Becky Morin 



 

Trinity Nights Together! 

 

Sunday nights are now more explosive at Trinity!  Sunday nights will 
now be Trinity Nights Together (TNT).  Youth will meet from 5:30-7:30 
in the fellowship hall for dinner, worship, and activities.  Come hungry 
and ready to build relationships with God and friends. 
 

September 10: 
Pinnacle Hike  
Come climb Pinnacle Mountain 
with Trinity Youth Sunday, 
September 10!  TNT will be meeting 
at Pinnacle Mountain State Park at 
5 p.m. and hike as a group up the 
mountain.  This summer’s study of the Sermon on the Mount will be 
concluded atop Pinnacle, after which we will climb down with a better 
understanding of ourselves and Jesus' teaching.  

 

September 16:  Survivor Lock-In 
Can you be the Ultimate Survivor?  Come join our TNT tribe and find 
out September 16th at 7 p.m.  We 
will have dinner, games, face 
painting, and team building 
activities throughout the night!  
We will run obstacle courses and 
complete challenges to find out 
which team can survive the night!  
Devotionals throughout the 
evening will center on Jesus' own 
challenges and how he became the Original (and Ultimate) Survivor.  

 

September 22-24:  Middle School 
YouthQuake at Ferncliff 

Youth 



 

What Does the Cross Mean to You? 
 

 

Over the summer, the Trinity Youth have been searching for 

the meaning of the cross through scripture and reflection. 

First Peter 2:24-25 shows us that: 

“Through Christ’s death on the cross, those who turn to 

Him are delivered from both the penalty and the power of 

sin.” 

We each designed, constructed and painted our own cross to 

remind us of Christ’s sacrifice for us and His command for 

us to take up our cross and follow him.  They will be 

displayed in the Youth Room. 



 

RE-CREATION 

SUNDAY 

2017 



 



 

P ick a city or town.  Any city or town, anywhere in the entire 
country.  Then randomly pick out 10 churches in that area and 

attend a different worship service each Sunday for ten weeks.  My 
guess is that you will experience ten different ways to 
worship.  While there may be similarities across the board, each 
church in every denomination tends to worship in ways that meet 
the needs and preferences of its parishioners.  Chances are that in 
your visiting of different churches you will encounter services 
which are described by the church members as "contemporary."  
But for many other people, when they are asked what kind of 
worship their church has, they truly have no idea how to describe 
or label it! 

Talking About 
Contemporary Music 
By David Glaze, Director of Music Ministries 



 Even since the time several decades ago when alternate styles of 
worship and music first came into existence, pastors and church 
musicians alike have had a difficult time explaining or defining 
"contemporary worship."  For some, it means the use of 
contemporary music --- the organ is out and guitars are in; for 
others it simply means using modern technology --- Bibles and 
hymnals are out, video screens are in; for some, "old terminology" 
is not used --- the word "sanctuary" is out,  "worship centers" are 
in, "invocations" are out, "opening prayers" are in, "sermons" are 
out, "talks" are in.  The list goes on and on! 

But despite the confusion of how to describe it, or how it's 
executed, "contemporary worship" really means worship that is 
appropriate and meaningful for people who are living now, rather 
than people who lived 100 years ago or who will live 100 years in 
the future.  In other words, that means that every generation in 
every culture faces the question of "contemporary worship."  As 
newer hymns are introduced into the worship service from time to 
time, they might be considered contemporary, simply because 
you've never sung them before.  But consider this:  every single 
hymn that has ever been written could actually have been 
considered "contemporary."  For example, even in the year 1529 
when A Mighty Fortress Is Our God was first introduced by 
Martin Luther, it, too, was a new and contemporary hymn of its 
day.  I imagine that it faced scrutiny and even dislike by many 
people before it emerged as one of the most important hymns in 
history.  Other beloved hymns that we still sing today --- The 
Church's One Foundation (1866), Amazing Grace (1772), Silent 
Night (1816), to name only three out of thousands --- were once 
new and of course, contemporary for that time in history.  So 
when new hymns come along, embrace them, give them a 
chance,  and eventually the cream of the crop will emerge as the 
once-contemporary, future-traditional hymns of the church.   

This subject is extremely broad, and I have hardly scratched the 
surface.  Possibly in future newsletters we can explore other 
aspects of worship trends. 



 

Invitation to Interfaith Prayer Service 
 

Sophia Said, our second FRED talk speaker, has personally 
invited our congregation to attend this fourth annual interfaith 
prayer service and food festival featuring musical performances 
and speakers from several of the world's religions.  She said this 
free event does not provide childcare, but children are welcome. 
I hope you will join me in attending this wonderful event to help 
build bridges in our community. —Julie Price   


