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From the Clerk of Session: 

As I wind down my tenure as your Clerk of Session for the past three years, 

I realize that the one thing I will miss the most is knowing everything that is 

going on within the Church Life at Trinity. To that end, I want to give the 

congregation an update on your Session’s accomplishments and planned 

projects. 
 

New Staff Members 

Director of Music Ministries – David Glaze is well known in Central 

Arkansas as Conductor and Artistic Director of the River City Men’s 

Chorus. He was Director of Music Ministries at Trinity Methodist Church 

in Little Rock for thirty-two years.  His life is a shining example of sharing 

his talent with church and community. As a member of the choir, I have 

experienced firsthand the joy of following his direction and benefiting from 

the new life he has injected into our Music Ministry. 

 

Director of Youth Ministries – David Muffett joined our staff the first of 

September and comes to us from Bowling Green Presbyterian Church in 

Bowling Green, Kentucky. After an extensive search, our youth 

representative on the search committee, Grace Griffin, shared with the 

Session that she found David “easy to relate to”. I have found this to be true 

as well. David’s ministry is not limited to the youth at TPC and includes 

building a ministry for the youth in our community. 
 

New Members 

As well as new faces on our staff, we have many new faces in our 

congregation. TPC has experienced wonderful growth in our membership 

with twenty new members since June. 

 
Patrick and Jennifer Sisco (daughter Hannah born August 20) 

Dave and Deena Dougherty   Susan and Nick Brown  

David Glaze    Barbara Swesey 

Len and Patty Tanner   Phyllis Cullen  

Suzie Warren   Greg Phillips  

Dewayne and Donna Mahurin  Robert Love 

June Swink    Lea Swink 

Bill Brown and Peggy Thompson 

 

Please help us in welcoming all our new members! 

 

Your Session Update 



 Plans for Fall 
Turning from faces to facility, the Session has a number of projects in the 

works for the physical enhancement of the church. 

 

The Columbarium is coming! Thanks to the leadership of Elder Jim Tucker 

and the generosity of an anonymous donor, plans for the columbarium have 

been approved by the Session and are within our available funds. The 

columbarium will be in the Prayer Garden and include extensive 

landscaping and a water feature. 

 

News for the Music Ministry! The Session approved an organ upgrade 

through the purchase of a used Allen organ. Bryan Bierbaum (at Noel 

Methodist Church in Shreveport and previously at TPC) presented a 

proposal for the organ purchase and installation. Funds were provided by a 

donor at Trinity. The organ could be in place in October at the earliest. 

 

Two Building Task Forces 

The Session has also formed two task groups:  

 Elder Susie Haynes is leading a group to study the expansion of 

our choir loft to accommodate a larger choir.  

 Elders Susie Haynes and Brigita Gardner are leading a group to 

recommend improvements to the kitchen facility. 

 

Session Divisions 

As the Session Divisions continue to work to improve our spiritual and 

physical life at Trinity, I encourage each of you to contact the division 

chairs with questions, concerns or suggestions. 

 

Outreach   Elder Marty Bauer 

Education   Elder Amy Griffin 

Administration    Elder Blake Smith 

Worship/Fellowship  Elder Ritchie Hunt 

 

I am grateful to have the opportunity to serve you as Clerk of Session, but 

more importantly to be part of the growing life at Trinity Presbyterian 

Church. 

   

In Christ, 

 

Elder Ritchie Hunt 



 

Middle School  
Youth Quake 

together with 
them again! 

Youth News 



 

 

Sunday Youth Group - Oct. 2 and Beyond 
We meet every Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm.  Dinner begins at 
5:30pm followed by games, music, and discussion time.  All 
youth in grades 6-12 are invited and friends are always welcome! 

 

Youth Parent Meeting  
A Youth Parent Meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, 
October 9 during Youth 
Group (5:30-7:30pm).  
Please join us for dinner 
together with the youth 
followed by a parent meeting with our new Director of Student 
Ministries, David Muffett.  We'll be talking about future plans and 
need your ideas and input.  All parents of youth in grades 6-12 
are encouraged to attend. 
 

Youth Supper Help! 
Sign up to provide dinner for Sunday Youth Group!  We need 
your help in providing dinner each Sunday night beginning at 
5:30pm.  Parents and all church members are invited to help 
provide dinner for 15-20 people each Sunday night.  
 

For more information on our youth ministry, contact David 
Muffett, Director of Student Ministries, at (270) 202-2776 or 
tpclryouth@gmail.com. 



 

A Blessing of the Animals Celebration is scheduled 

at Trinity for Sunday, October 9.  Drop in anytime 

between 2:00pm and 

3:30pm.  Guests and 

members are welcome 

to bring any species of 

pets (on a lead or in a 

crate) for an individual 

prayer of blessing by 

Pastor Jeff Price.  

 

Tradition holds that the 

first blessing of the 

animals service was performed by Francis of Assisi 

about 800 years ago.  As a rich young man, Francis 

lived a life of partying and excess.  After receiving 

visions from God, Francis repented of his wanton 

ways and took on a life of poverty.  He was a friend 

to lepers, outcasts, and animals.  He preached to 

beasts and birds, brokered peace between a wolf 

Trinity to Offer First 
Blessing of the Animals 

Service on October 9 



 and the terrorized townspeople, and used live 

animals in his nativity scene.  

Our Blessing of the Animals ceremony will be held 

on the McConkie Pavilion on the left side of 

Gearing Fellowship Hall.  Bring your anaconda, 

your bush baby, your calico cats, and any other 

creatures with which you share your life.  We will 

offer God’s blessings to all creatures great and 

small.   

Refreshments featuring animal treats and water for 

pets plus drinks and snacks for their human 

companions will be 

available.  If a pet 

cannot be 

transported or is 

unable to attend, a 

photograph of your pet can be blessed instead.   

For more information, contact the church office 

at 501-868-5848 or trinitypreslr@gmail.com. 



 

Heritage Sunday is coming on October 30.  We will once 

again celebrate our Presbyterian heritage.  The various 

Presbyterian denominations in the United States can all trace 

their lineage to John Knox and the Presbyterian Church in 

Scotland.  This Scottish tradition is at the heart of our 

worship and church government.  Of course, as individual 

members we come from a more diverse heritage.  We are 

English, Irish, African, German, Japanese, Latvian and more.  

But remember, on Heritage Sunday everybody is Scottish.

Heritage Sunday 
October 30 



 

We are delighted to have bagpiper Roy Eggensperger back 

with us.  Perhaps the highlight of the service is the Kirkin’ o’ 

The Tartans.  Tradition tells us that Scottish families would 

covertly bring pieces of their family plaids to be blessed 

during worship.  We extend that to include any small item 

that helps us recall our own family history.  You can bring 

your tartan if you have one, but you can also bring anything 

that reminds you 

of your family 

heritage.  In the 

past, members 

have brought 

family Bibles, old cookbooks, photographs, baptismal gowns, 

wedding veils, medals and more.  Bring anything to be 

blessed that reminds you of your family. 

There will also be a Litany of Remembrance for us to honor 

with joy all those connected to our congregation who are no 

longer with us, having joined the Heavenly Congregation. 

Worship will also feature special music by the Sanctuary 

Choir.  Jeff Price will preach a sermon entitled Speaking 

Presbyterian that deals with some of the basics of the 

Reformed Tradition. 

After worship we will share a potluck meal together in 

Gearing Hall.  The congregation is asked to bring a dish to 

share that reflects their own heritage.  We hope to have many 

old family recipes served that day! 

We hope you can be here for this special service that unites 

us all in our diversity. 

 

Bring anything to be blessed that 

reminds you of your family. 



 

I was visiting with someone recently and this very nice person 

commented positively on the fact that all of the elements of our 

worship services seem to always weave together so well.   They 

seemed pleased that the music selections — hymns, anthems 

and other special music — all enhance the sermons, scriptures 

and service themes.  Of course, hearing this is “music” to Jeff’s 

and my ears since worship on Sunday mornings doesn’t just 

happen without some careful thought involved.  With 

leadership from the Holy Spirit, of course, there is a process 

that occurs before you see the final order of worship on the 

printed page.  

  

Weeks in advance, Jeff selects the scripture for each Sunday, 

also determining the theme of the service along with the 

 

What’s the Process? 
How the Music is Selected for Worship 



 sermon title.  He and I meet each Tuesday to discuss specifically 

the service for the upcoming Sunday as well as to do some 

advance prep on special services coming up in the near future.  

Before meeting with him, I take the prescribed scripture, sermon 

title and service theme and create a list of possible hymns and 

Calls to Worship.  While this is usually not extremely difficult, it 

is a rather time consuming operation.  Sometimes it’s like 

“finding the needle in the haystack!”  Almost all of our Sunday 

hymns come from The Presbyterian Hymnal and the (fairly new) 

Glory to God Presbyterian Hymnal.  Even so, occasionally a 

hymn will come from another source, especially if the text truly 

lifts up or augments the sermon nicely.  While Jeff and I both are 

sensitive to using familiar, easy to sing hymn tunes, we also feel 

that it is refreshing and meaningful to learn new texts and tunes 

from time to time. 

  

After discussing the possibilities and making our final choices for 

hymns and other worship elements, the information is sent to 

Julie Peak, who arranges it all into the printed form you see on 

Sundays.  It truly “takes a small village” to plan for worship!  

Later on we’ll talk about the large village required to prepare for 

worship on Sundays. 

  

Worshipping as a congregation is one of the most important 

things we as a church family can do together.  It’s our 

opportunity to corporately express our most heartfelt gratitude to 

God.  Knowing how important that is, it’s always our goal as 

planners of worship to make the services as meaningful as 

possible! 

—David Glaze, Director of Music Ministries 



 

It’s a Road Trip!!!  For those of you who love to answer the call of the 

open road, love to eat well, and are always open to a little early 

Christmas shopping, have we got a treat for you!  On Thursday, 

October 27, whoever is interested and able will meet in the church 

parking lot at 10:30am and head for Keo, Arkansas to eat lunch at the 

famous Charlotte’s Pie Shop (only checks or cash accepted).  Check out 

the Arkansas tourism report at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=60HIEoPOl5k.  Afterwards we’ll stop by Christa Siems’ wonderful 

little shop Attic to Art (https://www.facebook.com/AtticToArt).  

 

We’ll be carpooling on this 45-minute trip, so we need some people 

willing to drive their own cars and transport others.  To sign up, contact 

Julie Price at julietannerprice@gmail.com or 501-626-6477.  

 

Also mark Thursday, November 17 for our next Road Trip to Hartz 

Honey Hole (https://www.facebook.com/HartzHoneyHole) in White 

Hall, AR. 

Two Road Trips  
Scheduled this Fall 



 



 

Scenes From 

Rally Day 



 



 

World 
Communion 
Sunday 
The history of World Communion Sunday 

The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion 

Sunday, which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our brothers 

and sisters around the world.  World Communion Sunday (originally 

called World Wide Communion Sunday) is a gift of the Presbyterian 

Church to the larger ecumenical church.  The first celebration occurred 

at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA, in 1933 where Dr. 

Hugh Thompson Kerr served as pastor. 

John A. Dalles, a PCUSA pastor who has researched the history of 

World Communion Sunday notes this in his blog entry, reprinted from 

the October 7, 2002, issue of Presbyterian Outlook: 

Davitt S. Bell (the late Clerk of Session and church historian at 

Shadyside) recalled that Dr. Kerr first conceived the notion of World 

Communion Sunday during his year as moderator of the General 

Assembly (1930). Dr. Kerr’s younger son, the Rev. Dr. Donald Craig 

Kerr, who is pastor emeritus of the Roland Park Presbyterian Church in 

Baltimore, was sixteen in 1933. He has related that World Communion 

Sunday grew out of the Division of Stewardship at Shadyside. It was 

their attempt to bring churches together in a service of Christian unity—

in which everyone might receive both inspiration and information, and 

above all, to know how important the Church of Jesus Christ is, and 

how each congregation is interconnected one with another. When I 

asked Donald Kerr how the idea of World Communion Sunday spread 

from that first service to the world wide practice of today, this is what 

he replied, 



 “The concept spread very slowly at the start. People did not give it a 

whole lot of thought. It was during the Second World War that the spirit 

caught hold, because we were trying to hold the world together. World 

Wide Communion symbolized the effort to hold things together, in a 

spiritual sense. It emphasized that we are one in the Spirit and the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

Celebration of World Wide Communion Sunday was adopted as a 

denominational practice in the Presbyterian Church (US) in 1936.  

Churches in other denominations were invited to celebrate with us from 

the beginning, but it wasn’t until 1940 when the Department of 

Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches (a predecessor body of 

the National Council of Churches) promoted extending the celebration 

to a number of churches around the world that the practice became 

widespread.  Today, World Communion Sunday is celebrated around 

the world. Reprinted from presbyterianmission.org 

Sunday, October 2 is World Communion Sunday.  Join us in Gearing 

Fellowship Hall at 11:30am for sandwiches featuring breads from 

around the world.  We will have plenty of meats, cheeses, and 

condiments so you can make your own gourmet creation, plus chips, 

brownies and lemonade.  Direct questions to elder Susie Haynes at 

501-351-6284 or wdhaynes@sbcglobal.net.  

October 2 Sunday Lunch 



  

The “Sacred Journey” adult Sunday school class will be finishing 

up the study of Morgan Freeman’s video exploring the “Story of 

God” during the next three weeks.  Then on October 23 we will 

begin a new study led by the Rev. Mark Clark where we will 

listen to country western classics and learn how the mood and 

lyrics of these modern songs resonate deeply with the ancient 

writings of the Psalms and with our own lives. 

 

Country music is music of alienation.  It speaks of poverty, back-

breaking work, temptation, sadness, and unrequited love.  So too, 

the Psalms of the Bible give voice to the laments and anger of an 

alienated Hebrew people, former slaves whose fragile existence 

was continually under threat, both from within and without.  Class 

begins at 9:15am in Room 2.  Everyone is invited!  



 

Calling all women – women who work both outside and inside the 

home!  We know that life is hectic and full of schedules, 

deadlines, and tasks.  So we have a new nighttime opportunity to 

help you recharge, reconnect with others, and return to your life 

with a fresh perspective for daily living.  On the third Thursday of 

each month from 6:30 to 7:30pm, all who are interested can meet 

in Room 2 at Trinity to share our struggles and joys, to develop 

new friendships, and to create a sacred space to grow our spirits.  

 

Please join us on Thursday, October 20 and help us brainstorm 

topics and activities of interest we can share during this time like 

TED talks, books, or topics of discussion.  Contact Robin Brown 

for more information at 501-626-6278 or rbrownlr@gmail.com. 

New Evening 
Women’s Group 
Scheduled 
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