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T he Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990 with a simple prayer said by 

Reverend Brad Smith of Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in 

Columbia, South Carolina:  
 

Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us 

be mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat.  
 

Twenty-two churches raised $5,700 in the first year.  The number of groups 

involved has steadily grown each year, and so has the amount raised and put 

back into the communities.  
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring utilizes Super Bowl weekend in America to 

mobilize young people to fight hunger and poverty in their local communities. 

Its vision is to transform Super Bowl weekend (the weekend of the first 

Sunday in February) into America's largest youth-led weekend of giving and 

serving.  Young people collect monetary and food donations during the week 

leading up to Super Bowl Sunday.  100% of the money and food is then given 

directly to local charities of the group's choice. 
 

Started at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina, 

the event has branched out to include schools, businesses and congregations of 

all faiths.  Together, they have raised more than $50 million in monetary and 

food donations.  In 2008 alone, more than 14,000 groups collected over $10 

million. 
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring has gained national attention, securing 

partnerships with nine different NFL teams, in addition to finding National 

Advocates in former President and Mrs. George H. W. Bush and former 

President and Mrs. Jimmy Carter. 

 



 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

Sunday, February 5  
 

This will be a completely new mission event 

for our youth ministry.  Here’s what you 

need to know: 

 

 Special Worship Service - The youth will 

be leading the 10:30am worship service 

themed around hunger awareness and 

serving others.  The youth will lead the 

liturgy and music.  Pastor Jeff will preach a 

sermon entitled, “Who Me?” 
 

 Soup Lunch - After worship we will 

have a soup luncheon in Gearing 

Fellowship Hall to raise money for 

Stewpot.  Each youth family will be 

providing a pot of their favorite soup.  We 

hope everyone will join us for this 

awesome event! 
 

 $1000 Goal! 
 



 

J oin with other 

youth from around 

the Presbytery of 

Arkansas this summer 

at the Jr. High Jubilee 

at Mo-Ranch!  It is a 

time to grow in faith in 

Jesus Christ, to enjoy 

being with other 

Presbyterian youth 

experiencing the 

beauty of creation, 

worshipping God, singing, dancing, playing in the rapids, swimming and 

canoeing in the river, sharing in small groups, seeing old friends and making 

new ones.  We hope you can join us!  Junior High Jubilee is a trip for youth 

who have completed 6th-8th grade. 

 

The conference is held at Mo-Ranch Assembly located in the heart of the 

beautiful hill country in Hunt, Texas.  Mo-Ranch is nestled on 500 acres along 

the spring-fed Guadalupe River.  Junior High youth will join hundreds of other 

Presbyterian youth from across the country.  They will come to be inspired to 

grow in their faith by learning and living the words and deeds of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

  

The 2017 JHJ theme is Be “U-nique” which will focus on the story of Saul on 

the road to Damascus, and how he decided to break away from what was 

expected to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ.  Let's make this the trip that 

bonds us together as a youth group!  

 

Jr. High Jubilee will be at Mo-Ranch (Hunt, Texas), July 1-6, 2017.  Great 

news—we have been able to discount the trip from the original cost of $585 to 

a new cost of  $390!  Registration deadline is March 15 with a $200 deposit. 

For more info on Mo-Ranch, check out their website  www.moranch.org.  

Jr. High Jubilee, Mo-Ranch 

Summer Trip to Texas 

Cover photo: Kennedy Lipscomb cuddles with Becca Price’s new puppy, Pancho, at the  
 December 4 Pastor’s Christmas Open House. 



 

We had a blast at Altitude Trampoline Park on January 22nd
 

Youth News 
Sunday night Youth Group is a safe place where everyone fits.  Youth 

Group meets every Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm.  Dinner begins at 

5:30pm followed by games, music, and discussion time.  All youth in 

grades 6-12 are invited and friends are always welcome!  Here are the 

discussion/activity topics for February Youth Group: 
 

 Feb. 5: Super Bowl Party at the Smiley’s house (2 Noyant 

 Court).  Food and Fun!  Bring friends. 
 

 Feb. 12: Challenge of the Generations!  Games, quizzes and 

 races to see how well parents and teens know each other.  

 After the games, we will split up.  Pastor Jeff will lead 

 our youth in a special program: How To Live With Your 

 Parents Without Going Crazy!  David Muffett will be 

 meeting with the parents to share exciting details about 

 our Youth Program. 
 

 Feb. 19:  Can You Hear Me Now?  Do you ever  wonder  if 

 anyone is even listening?  Come talk about how to pray 

 and feel closer to God. 
 

 Feb. 26:  Crazy Games in a Crazy World.  Lots of great 

 competition and cooperation! 

 

Here are a few 

other dates: 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring – 

February 5, 2017 

 

Youth at Presbytery 

(Grades 10-12 at University 

of the Ozarks) – February 

17-18, 2017  

 

Senior High Youthquake 

(Ferncliff) – March 31- 

April 2, 2017 



 

Chefs of Trinity, get your best chili recipe 

ready and bring it to our annual Chili Cook

-Off competition!  We will gather for 

fellowship and friendly competition in 

Gearing Fellowship Hall.  Prizes will be 

awarded for Best Chili and Most Unusual 

Chili.  Even if you don’t enter the 

competition, plan to come out for the 

fellowship and good food!  Direct questions 

to Elder David Bass at 944-0170. 



 

T he Spring Retreat for Trinity Women has become a much-appreciated 

tradition.  The weekend provides the opportunity to get away from 

your routine so that you might grow in your relationship with other 

women, relax and decompress from your busy schedule, and move closer 

to God.  This year’s retreat has been scheduled for the weekend of March 

31 through April 2.  We will be staying at the Smiley and Griffin cabins on 

Greers Ferry Lake.  The retreat begins with supper on Friday night and 

ends with worship Sunday morning.  Friday evening will be full of 

activities to help everyone get to know each other.  There will be a 

Saturday morning growth session and an afternoon of opportunities for 

play.  At an additional cost, you can sign up for a massage. 

 

Mark your calendar today and watch for registration information in the 

next few weeks.  If you would be willing to serve on the planning team for 

the weekend with meals or programming, contact Julie Price at 626-6477 

or julietannerprice@gmail.com. 

Trinity Women’s Retreat 
Set For Greers Ferry Lake 

Photo of 2016 Retreat 



 

 

H ave you ever picked up a restaurant menu and encountered 

words which were, well, a little foreign to you?  Possibly 

the words Poisson Coquille might intimidate one into not 

ordering a certain dish.  (Does it contain poison??)  Never fear 

because it’s just fish cooked and served in a shell.  The Piccata 

with Demi-Glace is nothing more than small veal cutlets served 

with a “half glaze” — probably a brown sauce of sorts.  

Vichyssoise is not a skin rash, but instead a lovely cold potato 

soup. 

 

Similarly, on any given Sunday morning there may be things we 

say or sing, or there may be words in the Order of Worship 

which we think we know…but maybe not.  Here are a few that 

might be interesting.  

 

HYMN.  Did you know that  the tr adit ional wor d “hymn” 

refers more to the words than to the music?  Take A mazing 

Grace, for  example.  When someone suggests that we sing that 

A LITTLE BIT OF 

CHURCH TALK 



 old, beloved piece of music, it’s the words by John Newton 

(1772) that we have actually chosen, and not the tune.  Those 

words can certainly be sung to other tunes as well.  In fact, try 

singing the words to A mazing Grace to the same tune that we 

use to sing the words of Joy to the W orld.  It works!  There’s 

a lot more to be learned about hymns!  

 

DOXOLOGY.  Simply put, a  doxology is a  shor t  hymn of 

praising God.  Among Christian traditions a doxology is 

typically an expression of praise sung to the Holy Trinity — 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  For most churches, 

when we think of singing THE doxology, we think of singing 

it to the tune, OLD 100th.  However, praises to God come in 

many forms and can be sung to many tunes!  

 

The GLORIA PATRI (Glory be to the Father), which we at 

TPC use following the Declaration of Pardon, is also 

considered a doxology, and sometimes even referred to as the 

“lesser doxology”.  In modern day churches, traditional 

versions of doxologies and a Gloria Patri may sometimes be 

replaced by verses from hymns, especially if the text more 

nearly supports the theme or scripture of the day. 

Nevertheless, in both cases, a doxology or a Gloria Patri 

should simply be considered as short hymns or responses 

which praise God, most times in an attitude of thanksgiving. 

For example, our Offertory Response is a doxological statement 

of gratitude for God’s goodness to us. 

 

Is there a word or phrase that we use during worship or in our 

printed order of worship that you’re not so sure about?  Let us 

know and we’ll include it in a future “little bit of church talk.”  

 

David Glaze 

Director of Music Ministries  



 

I f you enjoy singing, please just come and sit in with us on a 

Wednesday night at 7 p.m.  You are welcome!  There are no 

contracts to sign, no long-term commitments to honor—just an 

opportunity to be with some of the most wonderful people on the planet 

and to sing God’s praises! 

 

If you’re a little nervous or anxious about your singing, there’s nothing 

to worry about.  In the Trinity Sanctuary Choir we have all levels of 

musical talent, which makes it even better!  We work together, learning 

from each other, and enjoy preparing anthems for Sunday mornings. 

Oh, and we share lots of laughs and good times! 

 

If you enjoyed the Sanctuary Choir’s special musical offering during 

December this past Christmas season, please join us and be a part of our 

upcoming Holy Week musical work which will be sung on Palm 

Sunday, April 9 at 10:30. 
 

Singing is a HEALTHY activity!  Treat your body and soul well! 

 

David Glaze 

Director of Music Ministries 

NOW IS THE TIME 
TO SING WITH THE CHOIR! 



 

 

J oin with your Trinity family in the fellowship hall on Ash 
Wednesday, March 1, at 5:15pm for a delicious pancake supper and 

fellowship.  Following supper, we will have our Ash Wednesday service 
of worship at 6:00pm in the sanctuary.  
 
Worship will feature special music, the Imposition of the Ashes liturgy 
and a brief homily titled What to Leave in, What to Leave Out.  The 
Lenten journey from the ashes of death to resurrected life begins on the 
first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, which signifies a time to turn around, 
to change directions, to repent.  This first day of Lent reminds us that 
unless we are willing to die to our old selves, we cannot be raised to new 
life with Christ.  The first step of this journey calls us to acknowledge 
and confront our mortality.  On Ash Wednesday, we begin our Lenten 
trek through the desert toward Easter. 
 
Ashes on the forehead is a sign of our humanity and a reminder of our 
mortality.  Lent is not a matter of being good, and wearing ashes is not to 
show off one’s faith.  The ashes are a reminder to us and our 
communities of our finite creatureliness.  The ashes we wear on our 
Lenten journey symbolize the dust and broken debris of our lives as well 
as the reality that eventually each of us will die.  Trusting in the 
“accomplished fact” of Christ’s resurrection, however, we listen for the 
Word of God in the time-honored stories of the church’s Lenten journey. 
We follow Jesus into the wilderness, resist temptation, fast, and proceed 
“on the way” to Jerusalem and the cross.  Our Lenten journey is one 
of turning around, of changing directions from self-serving toward the 
self-giving way of the cross.   —An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of 
Common Worship, Geneva Press. 

Lent Season Begins with  

Ash Wednesday Pancake Supper  

Followed by Special Worship Service 



 

What is 

Christian 

Education? 



 What is Christian Education? 

“Usually we think of education this way: Hear a story and 

remember the facts.  Christian education today begins with 

someone telling a Bible story and then asking powerful questions. 

Can we love as Jesus loved?  Does God ask me to be obedient like 

Abram and Sarai?  Are we called to feed Christ’s sheep?  If so, 

what does this mean for us?  The model of teaching is Jesus’ model, 

but Jesus also taught while he healed the sick or as He moved away 

from the crowd to pray.  We learn through his example and by our 

own experience. 

 

Christian education in its best form focuses on the result.  

“Churches help individuals know what it means to be a Christian, 

guide people to tell God’s story in relation to their own story, and 

prepare members to hear God’s call to go and serve.  Congregations 

help learners hunger for faith-filled conversations around Scripture 

and lives of faithful action.” (excerpt from Presbyterian 

Publishing’s Ideas! Magazine article, What is Christian Education?) 

 

Some of my strongest memories of growing up in Sunday school 

classes are not all about the things I was taught, but the people who 

taught them.  I remember the woman who sat across the table when 

I was 6 or 7 telling me how smart I was as I answered her questions 

after the Bible story.  I remember the woman who challenged me to 

learn the books of the Bible with the promise of a free game when 

she took us bowling.  I remember the man who wasn’t a particularly 

good teacher, but he was there week after week getting to know a 

group of 9th and 10th grade kids.  Education of the stories of the 

Bible and God’s love was being taught with words, but maybe even 

more importantly, it was being taught through the love and care of 

faithful, committed people.   

 

Education? 



 I want to thank all those teachers who told me and showed me 

what God’s love looks like.  I also want to thank all the wonderful 

teachers we have here at Trinity who give of their time and energy 

to faithfully love, teach and lead our children and adults each 

week.  Never doubt that that what you are doing is changing lives.  

Thank you.                                                        —DCE Julie Price 

 

The following Sunday school classes meet each 

week from 9:15 to 10:15: 

 Two years to 5K with Nette Curtis in Room 3. 

 

 First and second grades with Mimi Tarvin, Cathy 

Ormsbee and Mari Eilbott in Room 5. 

 

 Third through fifth grades with Shannon Cruse and 

Rachelle Bloser in Room 4. 

 

 Sixth through twelfth grades with Nick Steele and 

David Bass in Room 7. 

 

 Sacred Journey adult class led by Angela Smiley and 

Amy Griffin in Room 2 – just beginning a new study 

using the PBS video series “God in America.” 

 

 Word 3.0 adult class led by Brigita Gardner in Room 

6 – finishing the book of Acts and beginning the study 

of Paul’s ministry to the Gentile world in a couple of 

weeks. 

  



 Other weekly educational opportunities at 

Trinity: 

 

 W@TT or Women at the Table, led by Julie Price meets 

each Wednesday morning from 10:00-11:30am in 

Room 2, is studying the prophet Jeremiah using Eugene 

Peterson’s book Run with the Horses: The Quest for 

Life at Its Best. 

 

 Pastor’s Book Club, led by Pastor Jeff Price meets each 

Wednesday evening from 6:00-6:50pm in Room 2, is 

reading and discussing A New Kind of Christianity: Ten 

Questions That Are Transforming the Faith by pastor 

and author Brian McLaren. 

 

 



 

We were blessed to have had David on staff 
as a Parish Associate at Trinity a few years 
back.  Among his many other skills, he is a 
master of the Children’s Sermon. 



 

David Gill fulfills his promise to “be there” for the Westside Middle Schoolers, Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, through their high school graduation. (Photo by Ted Smith) 



 

 



 



 


