
 

THE P.L.A.C.E. 
 

August 10, 2019 
——–—— 

Following Jesus: 
The Discipleship Path 

 
Offered by the Mission of the Church Ministry Area 

of the Presbytery of Arkansas 



 

I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit… 

John 15:5a NRSV 



 

 

SCHEDULE 
 

9:00 – 9:15 Registration 
 
9:15 – 9:30 Worship 
 
9:30 – 10:00 Keynote Speaker 
 
10:15 – 11:15 Workshops A 
 
11:30 – 12:30 Workshops B 

What is…The P.L.A.C.E.? 
 

The Presbytery Leadership Academy for 
Congregational Enrichment (The P.L.A.C.E.), which 
is being offered by the Mission of the Church 
Ministry Area of the Presbytery of Arkansas. 
 

And why you should attend… 
 

Time with talented leaders and fellow participants 
aimed at growing and enriching personal faith as well 
as hearing of themes, programs and ideas that might 
be introduced in your local church! 
 

Where and When 
 

The P.L.A.C.E. is this year offered at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church of Little Rock on Saturday, 
August 10, 2019.  Trinity is located at 4501 Rahling 
Road. 



 

 

SECTION A 
10:15-11:15 

 

WORKSHOP 1A  
 Passionate Worship  
 Not So Ordinary Time 
  Carol Clark 
 

WORKSHOP 2A  
 Intentional Faith Formation  
 Deep & Wide  
  Theresa Spragins 
  Kristi Button 
 

WORKSHOP 3A  
 Risk-Taking Mission and Service  
 Service as a Path to Discipleship  
  David Gill 
 

WORKSHOP 4A 
 Extravagant Generosity  
  Steve Hancock  
  Malinda Kirchner  
 

WORKSHOP 5A 
 Clerk of Session Training part 1 
  Leslie Belden 



 

 

SECTION B 
11:30-12:30 

 

WORKSHOP 1B (repeat) 
 Passionate Worship  
 Not So Ordinary Time 
  Carol Clark 
 

WORKSHOP 2B (repeat) 
 Intentional Faith Formation  
 Deep & Wide  
  Theresa Spragins 
  Kristi Button 
 

WORKSHOP 3B (repeat) 
 Risk-Taking Mission and Service  
 Service as a Path to Discipleship  
  David Gill 
 

WORKSHOP 4B 
 The Reformed Roots of  
 Presbyterian Worship 
  David Dyer 
 

WORKSHOP 5B 
 Clerk of Session Training part 2 
  Leslie Belden 



 

Keynote Address 

Following Jesus: The Discipleship Path 
 

Steve Hancock  
Pastor/Head of Staff, 
Second Presbyterian Church 
 

Join us the morning of August 10 at Trinity 

Presbyterian Church in Little Rock.  After 

opening worship, Steve Hancock, pastor of 

Second Presbyterian Church, Little Rock, 

will deliver the keynote address, “Following 

Jesus:  The Discipleship Path,” challenging 

us as followers of Jesus Christ and as 

congregations of the Presbytery of Arkansas 

to renewed dedication to disciplines through 

which God would bless us and the 

communities around us. 
 

Jesus invited people into a relationship with God that was vibrant, dynamic, 

and fruitful.  He said, “I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide 

in me and I in you bear much fruit…” (John 15:5).  Jesus wanted people to 

flourish. 
 

Scripture is sprinkled with phrases that point to fruitful living – the kingdom 

of God, eternal life, immeasurable riches, a peace that passes all 

understanding, abundant life. 
 

We will explore four core fundamental spiritual practices Jesus and his 

followers developed that sustained them in God and motivated them to 

relieve the burdens that restrain people from flourishing by protecting the 

vulnerable, embracing outcasts, healing the sick, welcoming children, caring 

for widows, confronting injustice, pardoning sin, preaching good news, 

releasing people from paralysis and suffering and the fear of death. 
 

Giving purposeful and repeated attention to these four essential practices is 

crucial for our growth in Christ: 
 

Passionate Worship 

Intentional Faith Development 

Risk-Taking Mission and Service 

Extravagant Generosity 



 

Passionate Worship 
Not So Ordinary Time 

 
Carol Clark, who has led Presbytery workshops on Advent 

worship and Lenten/Easter worship, will lead this worship 

workshop for ‘not so ordinary time.’  The green-vestment time 

is a wonderful time to be creative, stretch the edges of 

traditional worship, involve more people in leading worship, 

and delve into different texts and presentations of the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Carol Clark has been a preacher and worship leader at 

the Montreat Conference Center and Arkansas Presbytery 

Women’s events.  She’s always had a passion for worship, 

especially worship that’s designed to praise God boldly and 

increase worship attendance and membership. 



 

The Reformed Roots of  
Presbyterian Worship 

 
The class will look at the worship services and styles 

developed by John Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, and John Knox and 

how their reformation of the Roman mass developed into a 

unique style of worship that we celebrate today as 

“Presbyterian.” 

 

 

 

Rev. David Dyer has served Presbyterian churches for 50 

years, was a contributor to the Book of Common Prayer 

(1993), and is currently the pastor of Westminster Presbyterian 

Church, Little Rock, a small congregation recovering and 

rebuilding in a new location from the fire of July 2018 that 

burned the church to the ground. 



 

Extravagant Generosity Workshop 
 

Steve Hancock and Malinda Kirchner of Second Presbyterian 
Church, Little Rock, will co-lead this workshop.  Steve will 
focus on giving as a spiritual issue rooted in our call to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  Malinda will focus on generational 
giving.  She will talk about why a one-size fits all stewardship 
program doesn’t work and what to do about it.  
 
Rev. Steve Hancock has served as pastor of Second Presbyterian 
Church of  Little Rock since 2001.  Prior to that he served as 
pastor of Second Presbyterian Church in Nashville, Tennessee, 
as Dean of Students at Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, and prior to that as pastor of churches in Indiana and 
Kentucky.  He has also taught preaching at St. Mineinrad School 
of Theology, Louisville Seminary and Vanderbilt Divinity School.  
Active in many roles in our Presbytery, Steve and his wife, 
Missie, a speech-language pathologist who is Director of 
Outpatient Services for Easter Seals, are the parents of two 
sons.  Steve enjoys tennis and following the football and 
basketball teams of the University of Kentucky.   
 

Malinda Kirchner, Director of Planned Giving at Second  
since 2007, has been a member there for 32 years.  At Second, 
she has served in many areas of the 
church’s life, including search 
committees, youth network team, as 
well as helping with confirmation, 
stewardship, and Sunday School. 
Malinda is married to Larry, an 
architect, and they are the parents 
to two sons.  Prior to her service at 
Second, she worked at Wright, 
Lindsey & Jennings, Attorneys at Law, 
as a paralegal in securities law. 
Malinda enjoys swimming, yoga, 
biking, playing bridge, reading, 
travel and knitting.  She is also a 
lover of dogs. 



 

Clerk of Session Training Workshop 
 
Temporary Stated Clerk Rev. Leslie Belden will lead a two-
part workshop for Clerks of Sessions – and both those new to 
their positions as well as Clerks who have served their 
congregations for many years are encouraged to attend.  
Participants will go through the 2019 version of the Manual 
for Clerks of Session, which will be handed out at the 
workshop, asking and answering questions – and perhaps 
changing the Manual as the group goes along!  Those who are 
new to their positions will learn much from those with more 
experience, and hopefully those who have been serving for 
many years will learn a few new things in addition to helping 
their counterparts who are on the steep incline of the learning 
curve. 
 
Clerks are asked to bring their records – Minutes and rolls – to 
be reviewed for 2019.  If there isn’t time during the workshop 
to review one another’s records then Clerks will trade with one 
another and complete the task following the workshop.  It 
would also be good to bring the most current copy of the Book 
of Order. 
 
Rev. Leslie Belden is in her third year serving as the 

Temporary Stated Clerk of the 
Presbytery of Arkansas.  Also 
serving as the Parish Associate at 
First United Presbyterian Church of 
Fayetteville, Leslie served for many 
years as Clerk of the Presbytery’s 
Committee on Ministry, visiting 
with many congregations in that 
capacity.  She enjoys visiting with 
Clerks of Session and hopes to 
build and strengthen relationships 
with the Clerks around the 
Presbytery through the workshop at 
The PLACE. 



 

Risk-Taking Mission and Service  
Service as a Path to Discipleship  

 
What can churches of various sizes do to serve their 

communities and be outward-focused in mission?  This 

workshop will share and solicit examples of both common 

and out-of-the-box ideas that churches are using to follow 

Jesus by serving others.   

 

Hopefully you will come away 

with some inspiration and 

practical ideas of how your church 

can be further engaged in service. 

 

Rev. David Gill started out as a 

small church pastor in Indiana 

before coming to Arkansas where 

he worked with Heifer 

International and then Ferncliff.  

During his 20 years at Ferncliff, 

the camp grew significantly by 

focusing on service and mission.  David currently serves as 

Ferncliff's Director of Outreach and Mission Engagement.  

 



 

Intentional Faith Formation  
Deep & Wide  

 
Just as the mighty oak tree needs a deep root system to sustain 

a long, healthy and productive life, we as people of faith need 

a strong faith foundation to weather the storms of life and live 

a fulfilling and abundant life as followers of Christ.  During 

our PLACE workshop, we will look at faith practices that 

ground us, those that broaden our understanding and 

sometimes challenge us, and those experiences that help form 

a deep faith.   

 

We will explore how to nurture growth through study, active 

learning, and spiritual disciplines to find deep, sustaining 

faith.  Along with ancient and traditional tools of learning, we 

will look at some of the new tools you might add to your 

toolbox.  Come ready to 

dig deep! 

 

In 2016, Theresa 

Spragins served on the 

Growing Young Launch 

Team for Fuller Youth 

Institute as they 

reviewed this study for 

release.  In her current 

position as Director of 

Youth and 

Intergenerational 

Ministry, Theresa shares 

this resource as we seek 

to keep ministry vibrant 



 

and relevant to the entire church community.  She is a graduate 

of the University of the Ozarks and Certified Associate 

Christian Educator who received her training at Austin 

Presbyterian Seminary.  She has served churches as Director of 

Christian Education in Russellville, Springdale, and currently 

in Conway.  

 

Kristi Button is a 

Certified Christian 

Educator in the PC(USA). 

She earned her MACE 

degree at Union 

Presbyterian Seminary 

(formerly Union 

Theological Seminary) and 

the Presbyterian School of 

Christian Education.  She 

has been working in 

Christian Education at 

First United Presbyterian 

Church in Fayetteville 

since 2008.  



 

NEARBY RESTAURANTS 
 
 

West on Highway 10  
 

Capers, 14502 Cantrell Road, 72223 
www.capersrestaurant.com 
Casual sophisticated; closes at 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. 
 
Señor Tequila, 14524 Cantrell Road, 72223 
www.senortequilaark.com 
Budget-friendly Mexican lunch specials including 
vegetarian options. 
 
Izzy’s, 5601 Ranch Drive, 72223 
www.izzyslittlerock.com 
Specializes in healthy, fresh food.  Can accommodate 
vegan or gluten-free. 
 
Pizza Café, 14710 Cantrell Road, 72223 
www.pizzacafelr.com 
Offering various fresh salads, chicken wings, sub 
sandwiches and pizza.  

 
 

East on Highway 10 
 

Taziki’s Mediterranean Café, 8200 Cantrell Road, 72227 
www.tazikiscafe.com 
Family-owned with a focus on Greek quality plant-based 
food options. 
 
The Purple Cow Restaurant, 8026 Cantrell Road, 72227 
www.purplecowlr.com 
Hamburgers and shakes in nostalgic diner and soda 
fountain atmosphere. 

 



 

Promenade at Chenal Shopping Center 
 

Big Orange Burgers, 17711 Chenal Parkway, 72223 
www.bigorangeburger.com 
Gourmet specialty burgers, inventive shakes, elaborate 
salads, gluten-free options. 
 
Local Lime, 17711 Chenal Parkway, 72223 
www.locallimetaco.com 
Craft tacos, fresh-made guacamole and famous margaritas. 
 
Bravo! Cucina Italiana, 17711 Chenal Parkway, 72223 
www.bravoitalian.com/promenade 
Family-friendly Italian in a casual setting with gluten-free 
options. 



 

The P.L.A.C.E. 2019 
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 
4501 Rahling Road 

 Little Rock, AR 72223 
Saturday, August 10, 2019 

 

Cost 
 

The P.L.A.C.E. is a project of the Mission of the Church 
Ministry Area.  There is no cost to attend. 
 

Childcare 
 

Childcare will be available for those who make arrangements 
10 days in advance. 
 

Register 
 

Register online at http://www.trinitypreslr.com/the-place-2019  
or by filling out the form enclosed with this brochure, or by 
calling Trinity Presbyterian Church at 501-868-5848. 
 

Questions 
 

For additional information, to ask questions, or send 
comments, please contact Rev. Dr. Gordon Garlington III at 
(501) 940-8008 or ggarlington3@hotmail.com.  

Trinity Presbyterian Church 
 

4501 Rahling Road    Little Rock, Arkansas 72223 
 

501.868.5848 Office    501.868.3815 Fax 
 

Website  www.TrinityPresLR.com    Email  TrinityPresLR@gmail.com 
 

Facebook  www.facebook.com/TrinityPres 


