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World Communion Sunday 
October 1 

 

World Communion Sunday is a celebration observed by 
several Christian denominations, taking place on the first Sunday 
of every October, that promotes Christian unity and ecumenical 
cooperation.  It focuses on an observance of the eucharist. 

The tradition was begun in 1934 by Hugh Thomson Kerr who 
ministered in the Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  “Davitt S. Bell 
(the late Clerk of Session and church historian at Shadyside) 
recalled that Dr. Kerr first conceived the notion of World 
Communion Sunday during his year as moderator of the General 
Assembly (1930).  Dr. Kerr’s younger son, the Rev. Dr. Donald 
Craig Kerr, who is pastor emeritus of the Roland Park 
Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, was sixteen in 1933.  He has 
related that World Communion Sunday grew out of the Division 
of Stewardship at Shadyside.  It was their attempt to bring 
churches together in a service of Christian unity—in which 



 

everyone might receive both inspiration and information, and above 
all, to know how important the Church of Jesus Christ is, and how 
each congregation is interconnected one with another.”  It was then 
adopted throughout the US Presbyterian Church in 1936, and 
subsequently spread to other denominations.  In 1940, the Federal 
Council of Churches (now the National Council of Churches), led 
by Jesse Moren Bader, endorsed World Communion Sunday and 
began to promote it to Christian churches worldwide. 

 

 

World Communion Fellowship Lunch 
 

Join us Sunday, October 1, in Gearing Fellowship Hall 
after worship for sandwiches featuring breads from around 
the world.  We will have plenty of meats, cheeses, and 
condiments so you can make your own gourmet creation, 
plus chips, brownies and lemonade.  Direct questions to 
elder Susie Haynes. 



 

 

How Did I Get Here From There:  
A Spiritual Journey 

People love FRED Talks.  Just ask those who have been 

attending.  Faith, Religion, Education & Discussion.  These 

are all elements that take place in some way on the third 

Sunday of each month when adults come together in the 

fellowship hall to hear people from our congregation and 

community share their passions.  These passions, whether 

they began as interests, life experiences or vocations, have led 

our speakers to become knowledgeable and, yes, passionate 

FRED Talk On October 15 
With Nancy Rorex 
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about their topics.  As we listen, question and discuss, we 

have the opportunity to grow in our knowledge, our 

understanding and our faith.  We are offered the 

opportunity to expand our views of people, our community, 

our world, and our God.  An opportunity to become more 

the people God intends us to be. 

 

Our October speaker is Trinity member Nancy Rorex.  You 

may have recently seen Nancy’s High Profile article in the 

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette.  She has a very interesting 

career feeding all the famous celebrities who perform at 

Verizon Arena, but she’ll probably tell you that it just earns 

her an interesting living.   

 

Much closer to her heart is the work she does as a mental 

health worker and hospice chaplain.  This is what she will 

be drawing on in her FRED Talk, How Did I Get Here from 

There? A Spiritual Journey.  She will be doing some things 

that invite us to think about where we are in our lives, how 

we got here and where we want to go from here.  It will be 

about looking at the small and large things that created our 

journey. 

 

So please join us on October 15 in the fellowship hall.  The 

talk will run from 9:15 to 10:15, but come at  9:00 and 

enjoy coffee, breakfast foods and some good old fashioned 

fellowship. 



 

 

30  t h Anniversary 

 

Trinity  

Presbyterian 

Church 

 

Reception in Gearing Hall 

Saturday,  October 28 

 

Worship Celebration 

Followed by Gourmet Lunch 

Sunday,  October 29 

More than 30 years ago, a small group of Presbyterians 
under the leadership of Rev. Ray Gearing began to worship 
in homes and businesses.  Out of that faithful few grew our 
current church family.  To commemorate our 30 years, 
Trinity will celebrate on October 28-29.  Some highlights 
of the weekend are listed on next page. 



 Saturday, October 28 
 

Reception in Gearing Hall 
Please join us for a reception honoring charter members, former members 
and members who have joined in the last 12 months.   

 
 

Sunday, October 29 
 

Bagpiper 
We are delighted to have bagpiper Roy Eggensperger back with us.   
 
Kirkin’o’The Tartans 
Perhaps the highlight of the service is the Kirkin’ o’ The Tartans.  Tradition 
tells us that Scottish families would covertly bring pieces of their family 
plaids to be blessed during worship.  We extend that to include any small 
item that helps us recall our own family history.  You can bring your tartan 
if you have one, but you can also bring anything that reminds you of your 
family heritage.  In the past, members have brought family Bibles, old 
cookbooks, photographs, baptismal gowns, wedding veils, medals and 
more.  Bring anything to be blessed that reminds you of your family. 
 
New Trinity Tartan 
Elizabeth Downes and the Fellowship Committee have been working with a 
weaving company in Scotland to create a special tartan that is unique to 
Trinity. 

 
Litany of Remembrance  
A moving liturgy for us to honor with joy all those connected to our 
congregation who are no longer with us, having joined the Heavenly 
Congregation during the past 12 months. 
 
Pictures Through the Years 
During worship we will show a slide presentation of photos from the 
beginning until today. 
 
Special Worship 
Worship will also feature special music 
by the Sanctuary Choir and instruments 
under the direction of David Glaze.  Jeff 
Price will preach a sermon entitled 
Seeing the Future Behind Us. 
 
Sunday Lunch Together 
Right after worship, we’ll sit down 
together as a family for a gourmet lunch 
of pork tenderloin and sides.  We’ll have 
great food and fellowship.  The youth 
will be waiting tables. 



 

Amazing Grace 
A Truly Amazing Hymn 
 

By David Glaze, Director of Music Ministries 
 
 
If we conducted a poll on people’s favorite hymns, what hymn do 
you think would claim the number one spot?  My guess is that the 
honor would go to Amazing Grace.  The tune that’s ordinarily 
used is certainly the most recognizable in the history of hymnody, 
and most people can sing a verse or two from memory.  Stories 
about why or how hymns were written are often very inspiring, so 
I thought I would share Amazing Grace’s story with you.  In his 
book, “Then Sings My Soul,” Robert J. Morgan includes a 
fascinating account of how Amazing Grace was written: 
 
It’s hard to shake off a mother’s influence.  John Newton’s 
earliest memories were of his godly mother who, despite fragile 
health, devoted herself to nurturing his soul.  At her knee he 
memorized Bible passages and hymns.  Though she died when he 
was about seven, he later recalled her tearful prayers for him. 
After her death, John alternated between boarding school and 
the high seas, wanting to live a good life but nonetheless falling 
deeper and deeper into sin.  Pressed into service with the 



 
British Navy, he deserted, was captured, and after two days of 
suspense, was flogged.  His subsequent thoughts vacillated 
between murder and suicide.  “I was capable of anything,” he 
recalled. 
 
More voyages, dangers, toils, and snares followed.  It was a life 
unrivaled in fiction.  Then, on the night of March 9, 1748, John, 
23 was jolted awake by a brutal storm that descended too 
suddenly for the crew to foresee.  The next day, in great peril, 
he cried to the Lord.  He later wrote, “That tenth of March is a 
day much remembered by me; and I have never suffered it to 
pass unnoticed since the year 1748—the Lord came from on 
high and delivered me out of deep water.” 
 
The next several years saw slow, halting spiritual growth in 
John, but in the end he became one of the most powerful 
evangelical preachers in British history, a powerful foe of 
slavery, and the author of hundreds of hymns. 
 
Here are some things you may not know about Newton’s most 
famous hymn.  His title for it wasn’t originally “Amazing 
Grace’ but “Faith’s Review and Expectation.”  It is based in 
Newton’s study of 1 Chronicles 17:16-17: “King David . . . said: 
‘Who am I, O Lord God?  And what is my house, that You have 
brought me this far?  And yet . . . You have also spoken of Your 
servant’s house for a great while to come, and have regarded 

me according to the rank of a 
man of high degree.” 
 
And here is a nearly forgotten 
verse that Newton added near the 
end of “Amazing Grace.”  Try 
singing it for yourself: 

 
The earth shall soon dissolve like 
snow, the sun forbear to shine: 
But God, Who called me here 
below, shall be forever mine. 



  

Church Work Day 
 

After worship 
Sunday, October 22 

    

Grilled hot dog lunch 
provided.  

 

Yard Work, Minor 
Repairs, Painting, 

Cleaning  

  

Bring your work clothes!  



 

DECK THE HALL!!! 
 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! . . . well, at 
least in some of our Little Rock stores.  But it’s 
beginning to SOUND a lot like Christmas at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church!!  Yes, our wonderful Sanctuary 
Choir is beginning to work on music which will be sung 
in December, and we would love for YOU to be a part of 
the fun.  If you enjoy singing, please join us on 
Wednesday evenings at 7 until 8:30 — we truly have a 
wonderful time.   
 
If you’d like to give it a whirl, but not quite sure, it’s 
okay to try it for a couple or three weeks.  However, I 
know you’ll enjoy the fellowship of a very special group 
of people at Trinity Pres, and will want to stay for the 
fun! 
 
Call David (773-4547) for more information.  We hope 
to see you! 



 

Trinity Nights Together! 
 

Sunday nights are now more explosive at Trinity!  Sunday nights will 
now be Trinity Nights Together (TNT).  Youth will meet from 5:30-
7:30 in the fellowship hall for dinner, worship, and activities.  Come 
hungry and ready to build relationships with God and friends. 
 

October 1:  College 
Care Packages 
 

Its that time again!  Our college 
youth need you more than ever!  
Thanksgiving is a long way off, so 
the Trinity Youth are putting 
together care packages to send to 
them!  We’d love your donations of 
coffee, instant noodles, pens, and everything else to keep a college 
student alive through the holidays and testing! 
 

October 8:  Homeless Support Bags 
 

Trinity Youth saw a need in the community and they are now stepping 
up to the plate to help.  Our 
city’s homeless population 
could use a hand, so we will be 
putting together support bags 
for the homeless.  Warm socks, 
toiletries, and a couple bucks 
will go into each bag, along 
with a kind word from our 
group.  Contact Jared at 870-
299-0989 if you would like to 
help. 
 
 

 

TPT—October 8 will also be parent night! 
Pastor Jeff will be giving “Tips for Parents 
of Teens” at 5:30pm in Room 2. 

Youth 



 



 

Junior High  
YouthQuake 2017 

By Jared Brown 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
 

 
Ferncliff is the perfect backdrop for any outdoor event, but serves as a 

youth camp especially well.  This year’s YouthQuake was no different 

as Ferncliff provided all the views and experiences we could hope for. 

As the buses rolled in I still get surprised seeing Shreveport, LA or 

Springdale, AR on the sides and even more surprised to see familiar 

faces hop out of them.  Presbyterian youth and adult sponsors from all 

over climb out, eager to meet new people and find old friends from 

past events.  

 

This year’s theme was authenticity and our keynote speakers were all 

very authentic college students that could teach from their experiences 

in dealing with being authentic in a world that is anything but.  We had 

four keynote speakers in all, each giving a slightly different view of 

the world and how it has affected them personally and how their faith 

was shaped through these experiences.  

 

Small group time is my favorite but as a small group leader I must 

admit I’m quite biased.  Groups scatter all over the campus to find an 

area to themselves to read over the scripture from the keynote and dive 

a little further into how the words connect to each of them personally. 

At times figuring out what was in our head space meant literally 

tracing the outline of our heads and filling them with the thoughts and 

ideas that filled each of us.  The process was therapeutic and helped to 

declutter some aspects of our lives and see what was important to us.  

Large group activities were enjoyed by everyone and included 

everything from a specialized form of tag to a “moo off” where groups 

moo loudly at each other trying to crack the others into laughter.  Last 

one mooing without laughing wins.  I lost within seconds.  

 



 Sunday morning, Reverend Becky Purcell gave us only one charge. 

Don’t look at your cellphone when you wake up.  The service was a 

sunrise service on the bank of the pond, and she wanted all of us to be 

fully present in the moment.  The service was as beautiful as the 

scenery and afterwards we had to admit it was nice to have the 

technology take a backseat, even if it was only for a short while.  

 

As the last energizer ended the groups began to condense into 
respective regions, a few broke off for their last goodbyes and the vans 
and buses began cranking up.  I think everyone was sad to see them go 
but it was a little easier knowing we would see them all again soon at 
the next event, which was already being planned as adults inside pored 
over evaluations and in preparing for the next YouthQuake.  
 
 

A big thank you goes out to all the parents that helped sign up 
and drop off kids, even if they weren’t your kids!  This youth 
group could not grow and be what it is today without your 
love and support.  Thank you all! 



 


