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Faith, Religion, Education, Discussion 

FRED 

TALKS 

FRED TALKS is an exciting new opportunity for summer at Trinity.  Plan now 
to be there and bring friends. 
 

 It’s a great time to get to know each other.  All adults will meet in the 
fellowship hall over coffee and donuts and conversation.  As different 
members lead the lessons, you will find out more about them. 

 Each week stands alone.  It doesn't matter if you missed last week.  Come 
when you are in town.  And if you haven’t been attending the Sunday 
morning education opportunities, this is a perfect time to give it a try. 

 Each week a different teacher.  Talks will be offered by church members, 
staff members and outside speakers.  One week might be a Rabbi speaking 
about Judaism, the next a member sharing thoughts on their trip to the Holy 
Land, and the next a lesson on Rock and Roll and Religion. 

 No preparation needed.  There is no book to read, no video to watch, no 
homework.  After all, it is summer. 

 No questions to answer.  There will be the opportunity for you to ask 
questions, but you never have to answer any unless you want. 

 We will prove faith and fun can mix.  Each week will be enjoyable but also 
leave you with something to ponder. 

 
We are inviting people in our congregation to share a lesson.  This may be a 
book, movie or television show review, a Bible or topical lesson you find 
particularly interesting, or it may be sharing about a hobby, experience (a trip or 
life event), vocation, etc.  Whatever it is though, there will be a faith aspect to it.  
If you would be willing to share something one week, please let Julie Price 
know. 

Sunday Fun Day 

Adult Option 



 

 

Come join us in awesome adventures alongside some of 
our favorite Bible heroes and discover the qualities that 
make us truly heroic in God.  VBS Hero Central uses 
epic music, spectacular science, crafty crafts, heroic 
recreation, and fantastic Bible stories to help us discover 
our strength in God! 
 
3 year-olds through rising 5th graders are invited to 
participate in this year’s Vacation Bible School.  We will 
have music, stories, crafts and more!  Each evening 
begins at 5:30 with supper and there is no cost to attend.  
Call the church office at 868-5848 with questions. 
 
Y-GO (Youth Group Orientation) will also be held 
during this 
time for rising 
6th through 
9th graders.  
Sign up for Y-
GO using this 
form.  
Contact 
David Muffett 
with questions 
about Y-GO. 
 
Turn in your 
registration 
forms in the 
offering plate or to the church office. 

 
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS 

& GRANDKIDS! 

Vacation Bible School  
June 25-28  5:30-8:00pm 



 Trinity Presbyterian Church’s 
 

Vacation Bible School 2017 
Registration Form 

 

June 25-28  5:30-8:00pm 
 

 
Child’s name ______________________________________ 
 

Age _______      Grade_______ 
          on June 25, 2017                            in Fall 2017 

 

Siblings attending __________________________________ 
 
Allergies, medications_______________________________ 
 

  or special needs ___________________________________ 

 

Y-GO Registration 
 

Youth’s name & Fall 2017 grade  
 

_________________________________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian Information 

 

Name ____________________________________________ 
 
Street address _____________________________________ 
 
Home phone _________________ Cell _________________ 
 
E-mail address_____________________________________ 
 
Emergency contact _________________________________ 
                                                                       Name and telephone number 
 

Home church ______________________________________  



 

Ben Gatewood, son of  

Bill Gatewood and 

Amy Gatewood, is 

graduating from 

Episcopal Collegiate 

School and plans to 

attend the University of 

Arkansas at Fayetteville 

this fall.  His studies 

will be concentrated in 

the Walton College of 

Business. 

 

His interests outside 

schoolwork have 

included photography, 

travel, and sports.  

 

His photographs have been recognized for excellence by the 

Arkansas Scholastic Press, as well as local juried art shows. 

 

In the area of sports, Ben enjoyed many years on the Wildcat soccer 

team and joined the cross country team in his senior year. 

Graduating Senior  
Ben Gatewood 



 

Grace Karen Griffin, daughter 
of Rob and Amy Griffin, has 
been a member of Trinity 
since 2007 after moving to 
Little Rock from Minnesota. 
Grace has been a student at 
Little Rock Christian 
Academy since second grade. 
In high school she has been a 
member of the Lady Warrior 
basketball and softball teams, 
a chair-winner for All-
Regional choirs for four years 
and All-State choir as a senior.  
She has participated in the 
high school Warrior choir, 
Chapel Praise Band and 
LRCA Sounds as well as 
studying piano and voice in 
private studios.  Grace was 
also the recipient of the Little 

Rock Christian Warrior award which honors Godly character as a 
student and an athlete.  
 
She is active as a summer counselor at Ferncliff Camp and Youth Elder 
at Trinity.  She is also a leader of the Presbytery Youth Advisory team 
in Arkansas.  She has had wonderful memories at Trinity being involved 
in retreats and trips...one of her favorite was the Polar Bear retreat at the 
Young Life retreat center on the top of a mountain.  They were freezing 
in open plywood shacks so all of the girls pulled their mattresses 
together and slept in the middle of the cabin, and survived!  Grace plans 
to pursue a degree in music and psychology.  She is interested in the 
field of music therapy, and she is excited to attend TCU this fall.  

Graduating Senior 
Grace Griffin 



 

Evan Brown graduates from 
Catholic High School in 
May.  In his time at 
Catholic, he has 
participated in many school 
clubs.  He joined the 
journalism club in his 
sophomore year, as a writer 
for the Rocket Times. By 
his senior year, he was 
promoted to co-editor-in-
chief of the publication.  He 
helped publish seven issues 
throughout his time as an 
editor.  As a writer, he won 
awards from the Arkansas 
Scholastic Press 
Association for his sports 
columns and feature stories.  
He joined Mu Alpha Theta 

during his junior year, where he aided underclassmen with 
mathematical concepts they had difficulty understanding.  He also 
joined the school’s National Honor Society and helped with their 
annual bike drive and Angel Tree project. 
 
He will attend Trinity University next year in San Antonio, TX.  He 
plans to major in Neuroscience and minor in something interesting.  
He will focus on the behavioral and biological aspects of 
Neuroscience.  Afterwards, he plans to attend medical school and 
become a doctor.  No matter how far away he travels from Arkansas, 
he will always bleed red (Razorback Red, that is). 
 
He is the son of Nolan and Robin Brown.  His favorite memories at 
Trinity Presbyterian Church are the children’s sermons and all the 
games at VBS. 

Graduating Senior 
Evan Brown 



 

Graduating Senior 
Ben Farzley 

Ben Farzley and has been a 
member of Trinity since he was 
four years old.  His parents are 
Michael Farzley and Cindy 
Farzley.  “I loved being a kid 
and coming to Trinity VBS, 
Easter Egg Hunts and anything 
that involved food,” remembers 
Ben.  “My mom taught my 
Sunday School class and I 
always liked being at church 
with her when she helped with 
VBS.” 
  
He plays varsity baseball for 
Central High.  Wearing number 
26, he plays pitcher, second/third base and short stop.  Since he was three 
years old, Ben has played baseball.  Ben states “I’m  ready to hang up my 
cleats, but I have some great memories from the years I’ve played and 
friendships I’ve developed.” 
 
According to Ben, “It’s been a great senior year, but I am ready to move on 
to college.  I’m looking forward to attending the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville in the fall where I will study at the Walton School of Business 
with a major in Accounting.  My mind is already moving in this direction 
and I can’t wait for my last day of senior year!  Yes, I think that’s called 
senioritis.” 
  
While going to school and participating in sports, he also has a weekend job 
at Rebsamen Golf Course.  You won’t believe the things he finds in the golf 
carts at the end of the day!  Ben enjoys playing golf and working at 
Rebsamen which allows him to play for free.  
 
“I’m thankful that Trinity is my church home.  I’m not quite sure how much 
I will come home after I get to Fayetteville, but when I’m here, I will come 
back to visit Trinity,” Ben says. 
 



 

Anna Feldman, 
daughter of Stephen 
Feldman and 
Suzanne Loerch, was 
born in 1999 and has 
been a member of 
Trinity Presbyterian 
for as long as she can 
remember.  She will 
be graduating from 
Episcopal Collegiate 
School this May. 
 
During her time at 
Episcopal Collegiate, 
she has participated 
in debate and quiz 
bowl.  She has 
achieved a Distinguished ranking in the National 
Forensics League, membership in the National Honor 
Society, and induction into the Cum Laude Society.  
 
She hopes to study ecology and environmental science 
in college.  Her favorite memories from her time at 
Trinity Presbyterian are the spring Ferncliff cookouts. 
She is and will remain thankful for the formative 
kindness of the Trinity community.  

Graduating Senior 
Anna Feldman 



 

  
Join the Trinity Presbyterian Church family for some 
food, fellowship, and fun as we cheer on the Arkansas 
Travelers baseball team at Dickey-Stephens Park on 
Thursday, June 8.  Bring a friend and your appetite 
because the gates and buffet open at 6:10pm with all-you-
can-eat hamburgers, hot dogs, beans, chips, and drinks 
until 8 o'clock while the game begins at 7:10.  New this 
year—we have reserved the Pinnacle Pavilion located in 
the right outfield area down the first base sideline.  It 
offers great views of the ballpark, downtown Little Rock, 
new Broadway Bridge, and has a large flat grassy fenced 
area for kids of all ages to play!  After dinner, enjoy 
relaxing in the Pavilion or get closer to the action in our 
reserved seating section in the grandstand. 
  
Children 3 and under are admitted free—FREE!  Cost is a 
bargain at $5 for youth (ages 4-19) and only $15 for 
adults which includes the buffet, game ticket, and 
Pavilion use!  Reserve your spot in the lineup by signing 
up in the Narthex by Sunday, May 21.  Mail or drop off 
your payment to the church office to complete your 
registration.  Call Elder David Bass with any questions at 
944-0170.  



 

In recent years a large number of people have joined the Presbyterian Church 
by transfer from other denominations.  They may not have considered some of 
the contrasts between their former tradition and the Presbyterian heritage. 
Others who have been Presbyterian all their lives have picked up a fair amount 
of their religious ideas, not from church school, but from notions floating 
about in the culture at large. 
 
Over the years Presbyterians Today has included many articles on “What 
Presbyterians believe.”  In this issue we offer a series of brief explanations 
about what Presbyterians don’t believe—not to be antagonistic, but to mark 
off some of the distinctions between our perspective and those with other 
viewpoints. 
 
Salvation by good works 
American popular religion supposes that the good people go to heaven and the 
bad people go to hell.  If you have done a good enough job being righteous, 
you will be rewarded in heaven after you die.  So the question is, are you good 
enough?  Although there is a certain commonsense logic to this, Presbyterians 
have always insisted (following the apostle Paul) that no one is good enough. 
We are saved only by grace.  Despite our failure, God decided to save us 
through the incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Reincarnation 
Various Eastern religions propose that when you die, you are reborn as 
another person or animal.  All the world has been on an endless cycle of death 
and rebirth:  you continually get “another chance” until you finally get it right. 
Presbyterians argue that Scripture does not teach reincarnation; it points us 
toward eternal life in the presence of God.  Moreover, believing in 
reincarnation is a very severe form of believing in works righteousness, 
because reincarnation teaches that you must live your life over and over until 
you have attained to a level of goodness that frees you from the rounds of 
human existence. 
 
Fate 
Some believe that every event may be caused by previous events.  If so, it is 
an illusion to suppose that your decisions actually change anything.  If you do 
a good deed, that is what you were fated to do.  If you do something evil, that 
is just the outworking of your predetermined fate.  This is different from the 

What Presbyterians 
Don’t Believe 
 

BY JAMES AYERS 
Reprinted from the May 2003 issue of Presbyterians Today 



 Presbyterian doctrine of predestination, which says God chose to redeem us, 
long before we could even understand what that might mean.  Because God 
chose us before the foundation of the world, that means we are predestined to 
life.  That does not take away our ability to choose; we make many trivial-but-
free choices every day.  Beyond that, predestination teaches us that God has 
given us a new and bigger freedom:  the freedom to fulfill our destiny. 
 
Transubstantiation  
In Holy Communion we receive the presence of Christ to strengthen our faith 
and life.  How does that happen?  The Roman Catholic view is that the 
substance of the bread and wine is transformed to become the substance of the 
body and blood of Christ.  (Transform the substance: trans-substantiation.) 
Presbyterians argue that Christ is genuinely present in these elements, but it is 
a spiritual presence, rather than a physical presence.  That is, it is not a 
question of molecules of bread becoming molecules of human flesh.  Instead, 
it is Christ coming to dwell within us, as he promised to do. 
 
Altars 
An altar is a place where a sacrifice is offered and it is often viewed with 
special reverence.  In the traditional Roman Catholic understanding the priest 
re-offers Christ on the altar as a sacrifice to God.  Presbyterians believe the 
sacrifice of Christ has already been offered once for all, it needs no repetition, 
and the action of a priest cannot make it occur again.  In the Presbyterian 
view, therefore, the Lord’s Supper takes place at a table rather than an altar. 
Although many Communion tables are rather ornate, the table itself holds no 
particular significance or holiness; it is simply a supper table. 
 
Purgatory 
Where do people go when they die?  We expect the answer to be “heaven or 
hell.”  Yet in the Middle Ages people thought:  “Hmmm, if heaven is where 
the saints stand in the holy presence of God, and hell is where the wicked get 
sent, what about all of us sinners who have been forgiven?  Our lives are still 
impure when we die; how can we exist in heaven, alongside the holiness of 
God?”  So the doctrine of purgatory was created—a place where the 
remainders of our sinfulness would be purged away.  This was a worthy 
speculation, but Presbyterians believe it is not necessary.  God will indeed 
redeem us and cleanse us from all our sins and we will be readied for heaven 
without our needing to postulate a third possible place to go when we die. 
 
Limbo  
Ah, but what about unbaptized babies who die?  The medieval argument ran 
this way:  They never got a chance to grow up and become wicked, so it 
seems unjust to condemn them to hell.  There is no point in sending them to 
purgatory to purge away their sins, because they did not live long enough to 
commit any.  On the other hand, they were not baptized, so they cannot go to 
heaven.  They must end up in some fourth place, limbo, instead.  Presbyterians 
give an answer parallel to the one regarding purgatory:  God will take care of 
this, and we do not need to speculate on yet another place in the afterlife. 
 



 Historic succession of bishops 
Where does the authority of the church reside?  Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
Orthodox, Methodist and Episcopal churches believe it is carried in the office 
of the bishop.  Bishops receive their authority from previous bishops, all of 
whom received their authority from still earlier bishops.  Catholics and some 
Anglicans trace this authority back to the apostles themselves.  Presbyterians 
believe church authority is not carried in individuals this way; rather, church 
leaders can declare the will of God only on the authority of Scripture. 
 
Praying to saints/praying to Mary 
When you have problems, you may ask your friends to pray for you.  But why 
restrict yourself to present-day friends?  Why not also ask radiant Christians 
from previous centuries to offer up their intercessions on your behalf?  This is 
perhaps the most positive way to think of praying to the saints. Yet there is a 
problem here.  Asking Saint Joan to pray for you becomes praying to Saint 
Joan.  But praying is an act of worship and devotion, and this can be offered 
only to God. 
 
Mortal and venial sins  
In Roman Catholic thinking when you die you are carrying the guilt of all the 
sins you have committed since your last confession.  If your sins are venial 
(relatively slight), you will now work them off in purgatory.  A mortal sin, in 
contrast, cannot be resolved in purgatory; an unconfessed mortal sin means 
you are damned to hell.  Presbyterians do not believe that sins can be graded 
this way.  Sin is sin.  Forgiveness is God’s free gift in Christ.  Confession and 
assurance of pardon are not what enables God to forgive us, but rather what 
enables us to recognize or feel or experience that we are forgiven. 
 
Beliefs about the Bible:  Yes to authority, No to inerrancy 
Presbyterians have always had a very strong doctrine of Biblical authority, but 
historically most have shied away from calling that doctrine inerrancy. 
 
Inerrancy is a word that points to complete factual accuracy.  It is easy to 
assume this must be the right word to describe Scripture since it is the Word 
of God and therefore must not have any mistakes in it.  But this reasoning 
does not quite work, for a couple of reasons: 
 
1. While you can apply the idea of inerrancy to a history quiz, it is hard to see 

how to apply it to a work of art.  An inerrant quiz paper is one in which all 
the answers are factually accurate. 

 
 But what would it mean to apply the term inerrancy to a work of art 

like American Gothic?  What do you think when you look at that painting? 
Perhaps it is “How determined farmers are, in the midst of life’s 
adversities!”  But it is not “Ah, now I know what this particular couple 
looked like.”  We recognize that a great work of art often “says something” 
that has little to do with an exact reproduction of “the facts.”  It would miss 
the point to argue for the inerrancy of a masterpiece. 

 



  The poems, songs, parables and sagas of the Bible are literary 
masterpieces.  For example, the Parable of the Good Samaritan:  Jesus 
made up this brief yet poignant story to answer the objection of the lawyer 
who asked about eternal life.  Defending the inerrancy of this story misses 
the point.  The point is to obey the authority of the story. 

 
2. Believing in the inerrancy of Scripture commits us to the factual accuracy 

of individual texts, while believing in the authority of Scripture presses us 
to know the message of Scripture as a whole. 

 
 In order to be inerrant, the factuality of a statement has to be able to stand 

on its own:  “The Battle of Gettysburg took place in 1863” is true or false 
on its own merits.  Contrast this with Psalm 103:3 telling us that the Lord 
“heals all of your diseases.”  Or Jesus declaring that he “was sent only to 
the lost sheep of Israel” (Matthew 15:24).  Or the description of final 
judgment that tells us “all liars” will end up in the lake of burning sulfur 
(Revelation 21:8).  If the term inerrancy can be applied to these statements, 
then they can stand on their own, and we can believe with confidence that 
they are the truth. 

 
 Does the Lord heal all of our diseases?  Was Jesus sent only to the lost 

sheep of Israel?  Will all liars be cast into the lake of fire?  We may want 
to quibble at this point and say, “Well, you have to view those statements 
in their context in order to see what they really mean.”  If we say that, we 
have given up on the doctrine of inerrancy:  we have conceded that these 
verses cannot stand on their own, with their plain meaning to be accepted 
as the truth. 

 
 The doctrine of authority, in contrast, focuses on the whole Bible, rather 

than particular texts.  With regard to topics like healing or inclusiveness or 
final judgment, this doctrine prompts us to ask, “What are all the verses 
that talk about this?  How do they fit together to form one cohesive 
Biblical teaching?  And how do I follow that teaching and live it out in my 
life?” 



 

Sunday Youth Group  
 

We meet every Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm.  Dinner begins at 
5:30pm followed by games, music, and discussion time.  All youth in 
grades 6-12 are invited and friends are always welcome!  Sunday 
Youth Group will not meet regularly June-August.  Check the 
weekly email for scheduled events. 
 
May Youth Group Topics 
 

 May 7: Capture the Flag Event at Ferncliff 5:30-7:30pm 
 May 14:   If I Had A Million Bucks...Coping with Consumerism 
 May 21: Summer Kickoff Cookout  
 May 28: No Youth Group – Happy Memorial Day weekend! 

 
Summer 2017 Events are just around the corner.  Here’s a list of 
upcoming major events that we will be a part of: 
 

Middle School Mission Week June 19-22 
 

We will partner with Second Presbyterian Church and spend each 
day serving at local sites such as Heifer Ranch and Ferncliff DAC.  
All youth currently in grades 6-8 are invited.  Times TBD. 
 
Y-GO (Youth Group Orientation) June 25-28, 5:30-8:00pm 

 

This will be a week of fun for Middle School youth who are rising 
6th graders through current 9th graders.  
 
Junior High Jubilee at  
Mo-Ranch July 1-6 

 

We have nine middle 
school youth signed up to 
go on this Presbytery of 
Arkansas trip. We’ll be 
joining other youth and 
leaders from churches in 
our Presbytery. David 
Muffett will be one of the 
trip leaders.  

 
For more information on our youth ministry, contact David Muffett, 
Director of Student Ministries, at (270) 202-2776 or 
tpclryouth@gmail.com. 

Youth 

mailto:tpclryouth@gmail.com


 We had a great time at 
Ferncliff the weekend of 
April 7-9.  We were part of 
the pilot program for 
Ferncliff’s Disaster 
Experience Weekend.  We 
experienced a mock tornado 
disaster, sorted hygiene kits, 
learned about what 
Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance does, and had 
some wonderful fellowship 
time together.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trinity Youth at Big Orange 
 

Join us every Thursday at the Big Orange 
at the Promenade.  We meet from 6:15-
7:15pm unless otherwise noted.  All youth 
in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for 
delicious burgers, shakes, salads, and 
great conversation.  Come join us!  
 
May 14 is Graduate Recognition Sunday  

 

We will honor our graduating high school 
seniors during worship and with a special 
reception afterward in the fellowship hall.  
 
May 21 is Confirmation Sunday 
 

Our new confirmands will be presented during worship and will be 
honored with a reception in the fellowship hall afterward. 
 
“Bag O’ Blessings” Fundraiser 
 

We want to thank everyone who participated in the Lenten “Bag O’ 
Blessings” Fundraiser.  To date, we've raised $2,441.36!  This will 
help us pay for this summer’s Junior High Jubilee at Mo-Ranch trip 
in July.  We’re still a little short of covering the cost of the trip.  If you 
didn’t get a chance to contribute, you still can!  Just note on your 
check “Bag O’ Blessings Youth Fundraiser.” 



 


